
VITAL CITIES & VITAL CITIZENS 

Frank van Oort is Professor of Urban and 

Regional Economics at Erasmus, specialising 

in agglomeration economies and innovation 

in cities, and combining fundamental research 

with applied and policy orientated research. 

  

By 2050 75% of the world’s population 

will live in cities. Cities are key incubators 

of knowledge & innovation and they are 

increasingly driven by global changes, new 

industries, innovation and many factors you 

cannot influence.  

 

Van Oort is a co-ordinator of the Urban 

Europe research project Resilient cities. 

Many urban regions in Europe have been hit 

hard by the economic crisis, but some regions 

have been more resilient than others. The 

question is why. This project investigates 

how European regions have responded 

to economic shocks, how successful they 

have been in developing new industries, 

and whether economic resilience goes 

hand in hand with higher social wellbeing. 

Through analysis of 27 regions, with 

more in-depth analysis of six this project 

also analyses whether regions that are 

strongly linked with other regions are more 

resilient, and which institutions and policy 

approaches have been more beneficial.  

 

Closer to home, it is a key priority for 

Rotterdam – as city and port - to connect 

its climate adaptation and energy transition 

strategies and ambitions to a strong 

economy and the collaborative process 
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TOGETHER 
WE MAKE IT HAPPEN

to become the most sustainable world 

port city: clean, green, safe and healthy. 

As an innovator in climate change strategy, 

the city also wants to share knowledge gained 

at regional and international level, combining 

competitive international advantages with 

inclusive and sustainable growth.  

 

This ambition raises many questions beyond 

just the climate change issue – and these 

are at the core of Van Oort and his team’s 

research. What economic opportunities 

exist for the future? As our world 

changes around us how do we organise? 

What does it mean for the population? 

What does it mean for the wider region? 

Do we have the right workforce for 

sustainability and competiveness?

If not, should we change the education 

curriculum to prepare the future workforce 

at a formative stage?

 How can we match what we want to achieve 

with what is possible? What do these 

ambitions mean for interaction between 

authorities, government, firms and the 

workforce (people)? What should be the 

role of each player? Using big data can we 

identify the long-term impact and prepare 

for it now? When a city and its economy 

is transitioning towards new modes of 

production, cultures and institutions, can 

you facilitate these innovations actively?  

 

And, key for Rotterdam and its future as a 

world city - what is the DNA of the region 

and how can it be recombined for future 

advantage and future sustainability of the 

city and its economic prosperity? 

Results & next steps

Research results of this program are focused on questions by regional policymakers and 

firms alike. First results of projects reveal that institutional quality is crucial, that networks 

of trade, investments and knowledge are detrimental to sustainable development, and that 

the economic and sustainable performance of regional economies is highly dependent 

on the skill-base present in cities and regions. Contrary to findings in the US, growth of 

high-skilled and educated jobs and professions in Europe (and particular Rotterdam) does 

not automatically co-evolve with growth of lower-skilled and educated jobs. This strains on 

the inclusiveness of transitional economic developments in cities.

 
Impact

Fundamental research is key to make the connections and provide solutions to how our cities 

are sustainable on a long horizon. The research programme of Van Oort and his colleagues 

is a key player to informing the city of Rotterdam and cities across the world how they can 

ensure future growth and sustainability.  
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