
VITAL CITIES & VITAL CITIZENS

Godfried Engbersen is professor of Sociology 
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Since the early 1990s we have witnessed 

not just the growth of but also the growing 

diversity of cities. Close to home in the 

Netherlands, the Randstad now resembles 

London and New York in terms of its 

diversity. This raises many questions as to 

how we can create and sustain the inclusive 

society that is so necessary for vital cities 

and vital citizens.  
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Results & next steps 

The knowledge atelier had an impact on local policies on internal migration in the Rotterdam 

region (preventing emigration of the middle classes) and preventing social inequalities. 

The IMISCOE NETWORK manifests itself in relation to the current refugee discussion. 

It regularly informs the public about activities that the various IMISCOE institutes and members 

have taken on this issue. 

Impact

A key aim of the Centre for Citizenship, Migration & the City is to contribute to the 

development of new theoretical and empirical approaches to research on migration, 

diversity and citizenship, and to assist local, national and international policy makers in 

developing appropriate, timely and relevant policies.  
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Professor Godfried Engbersen - Professor Maurice Crul - Professor Jaco Dagevos 

Professor   Peter Scholten and Dr Erik Snel

Working with Dr Erik Snel, Professor Engbersen coordinates the knowledge atelier ‘Liveable 

neighbourhoods’, a joint initiative of the Municipality of Rotterdam and Erasmus University. 

The aim of the knowledge atelier is to produce conceptual and instrumental knowledge, as 

well as to contribute to capacity building (mobilising networks of scholars and policy makers 

by organising bonding & bridging activities). Through projects such as this, in addition to 

the international and comparative orientation of the research sub-programme, the research 

group has developed strong links with the city and its institutions to further improve the 

scope and relevance of the research.

TOGETHER 
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The work of CIMIC seeks to answer some key questions: 

• How can we benefit from migration, and what economic contribution does it make? 

• How do we prevent social problems?         

•  How do we incorporate new communities and make them beneficial to society? 

• In relation to global stability and growth, what is the impact of the asylum crisis, 

 not only on destination countries but also on the countries of origin?  For example, 

 in relation to strategic migration, what will happen in the near future for Syria?

“Migration & the movement of people is the biggest global policy issue right now. Erasmus is at 
the forefront of research into migration diversity and citizenship that can assist local, national 
and international policy makers in developing appropriate, timely and relevant policies.“ 


