
VITAL CITIES & VITAL CITIZENS 

IHS is the International Institute of Urban 

Management at Erasmus, and a centre of 

excellence in how cities work. In the past 

50 years the institute has grown to be a 

leading knowledge centre, providing effe-

ctive and innovative solutions to urban 

challenges worldwide. IHS operates on 

a global scale by offering post-graduate 

education, training, advisory servicesand 

applied research.

This practice-orientated research can be 

used in the real world and in real life all 

over the world. Cities are considered to 

be among the greatest social innovations 

of humankind because of their ability to 

support human desires for wealth, health, 

security and a higher quality of life.

However, increasing numbers of people 

live in cities and this confronts us with great 

innovations and challenges. Cities need 

urban professionals who can understand, 

analyse and face these challenges.

TOGETHER 
WE MAKE IT HAPPEN

URBAN GOVERNANCE, 

SELF-ORGANISING CITIZENS 

 & URBAN RESILIENCE

RESEARCH AT ERASMUS - nr. VC3

“The combination of Erasmus’s Institute of Housing and International Development Studies 
as a world leading graduate school and knowledge centre with the live-laboratory of 
Rotterdam means we are able to develop and test models for vibrant cities of the future 
that can be applied anywhere in the world.“
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Rotterdam is an engine room to test innovative practices, and IHS is currently 
the incubator of two important research laboratories:

• Self-organising citizens:  Urban planning has moved away from comprehensive  

 master plans that intend to control the spatial development of an entire territory, 

	 to	more	flexible	strategic	and	action-oriented	plans.	The	public	sector	in	general		

 and the role of city government in particular has in recent years been the subject  

 of a fundamental discussion. Policy makers are nowadays embracing the idea that 

 communities can develop self-organising capacity and take over public services  

 previously provided by the welfare state. The activation of the self-organising 

 capacities of citizens and grassroots organisations becomes necessary to resolve  

 contemporary social issues in cities. For example, in Zomerhofkwartier and Delfshaven 

 in Rotterdam there have been huge initiatives by citizens and local entrepreneurs to 

 improve the areas along key themes: liveability, environmental and economic issues. 

 The city of Rotterdam has acknowledged that local people often know best what  

 the problems are and has created an environment in which they can identify   

 solutions. IHS, together with colleagues from the social sciences and economics  

	 faculties,	is	undertaking	scientific	and	action-based	scientific	research	to	understand 

 and analyse what is happening and to assess how, whether and in what ways emerging 

 self-organizing societal groups can impact on the future quality of life in cities.

• Urban resilience & competitiveness: Cities cannot be understood as autonomous 

 entities nowadays, as they are affected by complex processes at local, regional and  

 global levels. In order to understand these processes better, it is important to 

	 consider	 the	 qualities	 of	 the	 city	 that	 influence	 its	 performance	 at	 the	 local 

 and regional levels, as well as its position in global economic networks. 

  The Urban Competitiveness and Resilience lab investigates the relationship between 

 globalisation processes, local economic development, and urban conditions 

  facilitating the ability of cities to successfully compete or collaborate with other cities 

 on various scales. Given the increasing dependency of cities on global economic  

	 networks,	it	is	crucial	to	find	the	balance	between	social	well-being,	local	economic 

 development and global strategies that can ensure resilience to socioeconomic  

	 shocks	and	fluctuations.

Results & next steps

IHS provides evidence-based case analyses such as evaluation studies assessing 

the competitive and self-organising capacity of regions and cities. Moreover, it 

provides practical training workshops to professionals and citizens aiming to 

increase the capacities and capabilities of people in effectively dealing with the 

issuesthat cities are facing nowadays 
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Impact

Rotterdam is an important engine room and laboratory area to test innovative practices, 

and for the development, transfer and application of new knowledge for vibrant cities. 

These	scientific	and	experimental	approaches	will	assist	citizens	and	professionals	in	the	city	

to deal effectively with issues of economic development, liveability and environment. 
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