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“There is a significant need and demand in Africa for PhD training. This is one example of 
how Erasmus’s Institute of Social Sciences is providing a gateway to knowledge for emerging 
leaders in developing countries: transforming future governance, public administration, 
business skills and leadership in some of the world’s areas of greatest need.”
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The International Institute of Social Studies 

(ISS) in The Hague is part of the Erasmus 

University Rotterdam (EUR). It is a graduate 

institute of policy-oriented critical social 

science, founded in 1952. As a highly diverse 

international community of scholars and 

students from the global south and the 

north, the school brings together people, 

ideas and insights in a multi-disciplinary 

setting that nurtures, fosters and promotes 

critical thinking and conducts innovative 

research into fundamental social problems. 

Key to the ISS philosophy and practice is 

the wish to make a contribution to achieving 

social justice and equity on a global level. 

 The strong partnerships with organisations 

and individuals in developing countries 

make up a network in which the co-

creation of knowledge and an integrated 

approach to research and teaching can 

flourish and remain societally relevant. 

 

ISS has a formidable track record in training 

leaders for developing countries. The school 

has trained many influential alumni, who 

are in senior leadership positions in their 

countries as Ministers, leaders of civil society 

organisations, executives of research and 

teaching institutions, and representatives 

at international organisations. 

 



An important addition to this work in 

recent years is building educational 

capacity in Africa. There is both a specific 

and significant need and demand in 

Africa for PhD training. This level of 

education is necessary for the maturing 

of homegrown universities in Africa and 

in building the level of infrastructure 

for higher education. Such an initiative 

is unique within the social sciences.  

Already ISS has helped create a network 

of institutes, part of an EU consortium 

of universities active in South Africa, 

including the University of Stellenbosch 

and University of Western Cape. 

 The institute has additionally set up a new 

partnership to strengthen postgraduate 

supervision – training effective supervisors 

who are active at Rhodes University, and the 

Universities of Fort Hare, Zululand, KwaZulu-

Natal, Western Cape and Stellenbosch. 

 

Because ISS is rooted in a top-level 

university, the added value of links to other 

faculties such as health management, 

economics, and medicine is immense. ISS 

is able to be a gateway to knowledge 

for emerging leaders from developing 

countries, the impact of whom can be 

transformational for future governance, 

public administration, business skills and 

leadership in their home countries. 

TOGETHER 
WE MAKE IT HAPPEN

Results & next steps

•  The post-graduate supervision partnership has been run at more than 15 institutions and  

 has now been taken up by the Department for Higher Education of the Republic of 

 South Africa.  

•  Among many other activities, between 2005- 2012 ISS ran a major project in 

 Mozambique with different institutions including the national university, the higher 

 institute for public administration (for training civil servants) and the national police 

 academy. A number of students were trained at PhD level. Several of the PhD graduates 

 currently play central roles in Mozambican higher education, government and society.

Impact

By building capacity and sharing knowledge, ISS is able to make a contribution to achieving 

social justice and equity on a global level. Over time, it is our hope that we can support 

African universities to build a platform where they can continue the work at lower cost and 

with wide reach.
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