
Frank Smeele is a professor of commercial 

law at Erasmus School of Law (ESL). 

He is the Director of the Rotterdam Institute 

for Shipping and Transport Law (RISTL) at 

ESL, which is a centre for both academic and 

practical research in shipping and transport 

law. He is the founder and program director 

of the LLM-programs in Commercial & 

Company Law and in Maritime & Transport 

Law. His research focuses on maritime 

and transport law, in particular the conflict 

between universal and regional (European) 

unification of private law. Under his direction 

PhD-research is currently taking place into 

(inter alia): Procedural aspects of General 

Average; The legal position of Terminals in 

Hinterland Networks, The law of Shipbuilding; 

Removal of Hazardous Wrecks, Private Law 

aspects of Maritime Piracy. 

ESL has a long tradition in contributing 

through the work of its law professors and 

scholars to the development and unification 

of (maritime) law, both at the domestic and 

the international level. A few examples may 

suffice. Its founder, Professor Piet Sanders 

was one of the drafters of the 1958 New 

York Convention on the Recognition and 

Enforcement of foreign of Arbitral Awards. 

Professor Hans Schadee was responsible 

for the recodification of Dutch maritime 

and transport law into Book 8 of the Dutch 

Civil Code that entered into force in 1991. 

Professor Gertjan van der Ziel was one of 

the fathers of the Convention on Contracts 

for the international carriage of goods 

wholly or partly by sea 2008, also known 

as the Rotterdam Rules.
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Results & next steps 

In recent years, RISTL has organised several international conferences at Rotterdam on 

themes that illustrate its research focus:

• In September 2009, on the occasion of the signing ceremony of the Rotterdam 

  Rules, a conference was held entitled “The Rotterdam Rules Appraised”. 

• In February 2012, a conference was held entitled “Tension between universal and regional  

 unification of private law; Conflict between EU law and maritime & transport law 

 conventions.”            

• In September 2014, the VIII European Colloquium of Maritime Law Research was held in  

 Rotterdam under the title “Common Core, PECL and DCFR: Could they change shipping law?”. 

• From 2007 to 2014, Frank Smeele has participated in an international working group 

 instituted by the NGO Comité Maritime International (CMI) into the subject of recognition 

 of foreign judicial sales of ships. This work resulted in the adoption by CMI in 2014 of the 

 Draft International Convention on Foreign Judicial Sales of Ships and their Recognition,  

 also known as the Beijing Rules.         

•. In 2014, together with TU Delft, ESL was granted funding for the JUST-research project.  

 A project where the legal aspects of data-sharing between carriers and customs from 

 the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO) under its Innovation in 

 Supply Chain Compliance and Border Management (ISCOM)-project

In recent years, RISTL and ESL have been selected to conduct consultants’ work for the European 

Commission (EC). A consortium composed of consultants Ecorys, ESL and classification society 

Det Norske Veritas/Germanischer Lloyd, won a tender issued by the EC DG Environment for a 

study into a “Financial Instrument to facilitate Safe and Sound Ship Recycling”. The Final Report 

was delivered in January 2016. Also a consortium composed of consultants Ecorys, Grimaldi 

Legal Services and ESL won another tender, this time from the EC DG Move for an “Ex post 

evaluation of Regulation (EC) No. 392/2009 on the liability of carriers of passengers by sea in 

the event of accidents”.   

ESL is currently developing an English language Bachelor in Laws (LLB)-program in Law as 

a parallel program to its current Dutch language LLB-programs in Dutch law, Tax law and 

Criminology. 
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