
INCLUSIVE PROSPERITY

Professor Karin Arts at Erasmus’s Interna-

tional Institute of Social Studies (ISS) 

is a professor of international law and 

development.  Children’s rights, and child 

rights-based approaches to development 

are a key focus of her research.  Millions of 

children are not in the position to develop 

their full potential, for example because they 

lack access to education, work long hours 

under hazardous conditions, or are abused 

by individuals responsible for their care. 

The persistence of poverty and other 

root causes are at the centre of many 

child rights problems, as is the difficulty of 

permeating into the private (both domestic 

and corporate) sphere where a considerable 

number of child rights violations occur but 

which are still barely covered explicitly by 

international human rights law. 

While the United Nations Convention 

on the Rights of the Child has been 

almost universally ratified, too many 

policy and project interventions still 

lack a child rights perspective and too 

many governments – both in the North 

and the South – fail to fully meet their child 

rights obligations. 

In collaboration with Erasmus School of 

Economics (ESE) and the Dutch NGO 

KidsRights (winner of the Children’s Peace 

Prize), Professor Arts and her colleagues 

have created a global index of children’s 

rights. The starting point for this KidsRights 

Index is the UN Convention on the Rights 

of the Child. 

TOGETHER 
WE MAKE IT HAPPEN

THE KIDSRIGHTS
 INDEX

RESEARCH AT ERASMUS - nr. IP1



TOGETHER 
WE MAKE IT HAPPEN

The KidsRights Index developed at Erasmus 

University is the only annual comprehensive 

index of its kind in the world. It systematically 

measures how different states are shaping 

up in the main domains of children’s lives 

(including life, health, education, protection 

and participation) and whether they have 

what is needed – in governance, legislation, 

budget, data and collaboration with civil 

society – to fulfil their child rights obligations. 

One of the findings of the KidRights Index is 

that countries that one would expect to do 

well, actually do not and vice versa. 

Put simply, it is definitely not just developing 

countries that need to improve. According to 

the UN Convention, states need to mobilize 

the maximum level resources that they have 

available for children’s rights purposes. 

This is a relative standard that has different 

implications; for example for states at 

different levels of development and thus at 

different levels of implementation capacity. 

Improvement is only possible with consistent 

measurement of the extent to which states 

have put in place the tools required to fulfil 

children’s rights. The KidsRights Index is 

designed to provide this measurement. 

It assists individual governments that are 

looking to improve their record in clearly 

defining the issues and priorities. It equips 

civil society organizations with additional 

information in this regard. As an objective 

measurement tool, the KidsRights Index can 

assist the international community at large in 

identifying what is happening in terms of the 

realization of children´s rights in the world 

and what could be improved in practice.

Results & next steps

• A representative, global and fully comparative measurement tool has been created for  

 assessing states’ performance records on children’s rights. 

• The KidsRights team is continuously looking for possibilities to include additional data, 

 in order to deepen the Index and expand its coverage. However, this can only be done 

 if such new data meet the basic quality requirements of the KidsRights Index   

 (availability for all states, annually updated, generated by reputable organizations and  

 relevant from the perspective of the UN Convention).

• The KidsRights Index has been formally  presented to the UN Committee on the Rights of  

 the Child, to UNICEF and to selected children’s rights NGOs. It is increasingly reported on  

 in the media. 

•  A key next step, both theoretically and from the point of view of promoting broader  

 use of the KidsRights Index, is to strengthen the methodology for developing   

 concrete policy recommendations targeting governments. A small pilot project on  

 how to use the KidsRights Index for generating useful policy recommendations was  

 launched in October 2015. It is hoped this work will expand in 2016 and beyond. 
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Impact

International law plays a key role as an instrument of change in realizing equitable development 

and human rights world-wide. This is especially important in relation to children´s rights, 

given the fact that all states in the world (except the United States of America) have 

bound themselves to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. By creating this unique,  

evidence-based instrument, research at Erasmus, in collaboration with an NGO of influence, 

has the potential to impact profoundly on the future of children across the globe.

People involved

•  Professor Karin Arts, Professor of International Law and Development, ISS

• Professor Dinand Webbink, Professor of Policy Evaluation, with specific focus on  

 Health, Education and Strategic Philanthropy

•  Professor Philip-Hans Franses, Professor of Applied Econometrics  Professor of 

 Marketing Research, ESE

• Marc Dullaert, Ellen Vroonhof and Cindy de Visser, KidsRights Research assistants  

 (ISS; ESE and KidsRights)

“The KidsRights index developed at Erasmus University is the only annual, comprehensive 
index of children’s rights in the world. Improvement in the life chances, safety and opportunity 
for children worldwide is only possible with a universal, evidence-based tool that can measure 
how individual world states are performing.“


