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HEALTH SYSTEM

Professor Eddy van Doorslaer holds a joint 

appointment as Professor of Health 

Economics at the Department of Health 

Policy and Mangement (iBMG) of the 

Erasmus Medical Centre and at the Department 

of Applied Economics of the Erasmus 

School of Economics. His main research 

interest is quantitative analysis of equity 

in health and health care, for which he is 

acknowledged as a world expert.

Access to healthcare is a basic human 

need, but efforts to provide affordable 

public care in many developing nations 

have had mixed results. Universal Health 

Coverage is about ensuring that everyone 

– irrespective of their ability to pay – can 

access the health services they need, 

without suffering undue financial hardship 

in the process. Van Doorslaer’s work 

focuses on quantitative measurements 

of health equity and on the international 

comparison of these measurements with 

applications focused on international 

comparisons in Europe, Asia and Africa. He 

has undertaken extensive research on the 

factors that contribute to health inequalities 

and how future policies and programmes 

can best reach the poor and vulnerable. 

Recently Professor van Doorslaer became 

a Principal Investigator for the HEFPA  

Project (Health Equity and Financial 

Protection in Asia), which evaluated 

effects of health insurance reforms 

in six Asian countries.
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By using an innovative methodology to 

compare different public healthcare 

strategies in Cambodia, China, Indonesia, 

the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam, 

the researchers identified key factors 

that influence what proportion of the 

population can access healthcare, what 

kinds of services they receive, and how 

efficiently the system is funded.

The research, conducted with the support 

of the European Commission, has since 

fed into several follow-up initiatives 

aimed at improving the accessibility and 

affordability of care in countries where 

low-income groups have inadequate 

coverage and face financially crippling 

out-of-pocket expenses for treatment.

TOGETHER 
WE MAKE IT HAPPEN

“Access to health and persistent health inequality remains a major global challenge. Everyone 
deserves a fair chance to lead a healthy life. Erasmus is a world leader in innovative research 
enabling better design of future policies and programmes to reach the poor and vulnerable.”

Results & next steps

• The research group led by Professor van Doorslaer has created measurement tools  

 for health, healthcare, payments and social impact that are used by economists and  

 social scientists worldwide.

• In China, a HEFPA team led by van Doorslaer looked at the staggered rollout of a new 

 scheme across different regions. The team established that access to healthcare is not 

 only contingent on demand-side parameters, but also on how providers are

 paid and managed. The project’s results and recommendations have been disseminated 

 to policy-makers in several countries with the aim of improving the implementation of  

 universal healthcare systems. 

• In Indonesia, a project following up on the HEFPA research has been launched to support 

 the training of professionals in health insurance and finance skills to support universal  

 health coverage implementation. 

• Erasmus University is now involved in developing several applications for the funding of  

 similar research work in low- and middle-income countries.
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